CHAPTER XVI

(A.D. 1822-1869)

THE Kathi marauders of Gohelwad never knew when
they were beaten, and after each reverse they retired to
the inaccessible fastnesses of the Gir Forest, issuing forth
on some marauding expedition when the opportunity for
doing so with impunity presented itself. In A.D. 1825 a
famine of unusual severity occurred all over the penin-
sula, the cattle in particular suffering from the want of
fodder. As a result the Kathi outlaws of the Gir were
compelled to undertake a foraging expedition, and in the
following year fell upon the villages of Dharuka and Piprali,
in Bhavnagar territory, and drove away all the cattle
they could find. Wajesinhji, on hearing of this raid, at
once set out from Sihor in pursuit, and at the village of
Kanad overtook the Khumans, who were obliged to flee
for their lives, leaving the stolen cattle behind them.
Kandhoji Gohel of Palitana was anxious to give shelter
to the fugitives, but Wajesinhji followed them up so
closely that he was unable to do so, and the Kathis made
for the Gir.

Captain Barnewall promised compensation to Waje-
sinhji for his losses from the Kathi hostages, and the
Bhavnagar chief saw no reason under the circumstances
for coming to some arrangement with the Kathis on other
than his own terms. Jogidas Khuman now determined
to plunder Bhavnagar town, and proceeded to Palitana,
where he collected a large force consisting mainly of
outlaws against the Junagadh and Bhavnagar States,
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